
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – SPECIAL 

 

 

Monday, July 12, 2021– media notified 
 

 

The public hearing was called to order by Mr. Zaccardelli at 6:30 p.m.  The media was 

notified. 

 

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; Fiscal Officer Laura 

Steimle-present.  Township Attorney, Jeffrey Snell, also present. 

 

The purpose of the public hearing was to discuss the condemnation order from Summit 

County regarding the property at 1390 Romane Drive in Sagamore Hills. The Board will 

transact any other business it deems necessary. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli turned the meeting over to Mr. Jeffrey Snell, the township attorney. 

 

Mr. Snell’s statements were made under oath as to the conditions of the property at 1390 

Romane Drive.  

 

Mr. Snell stated Darlene Dolly Howard did not appear tonight for this hearing, but Mr. 

Snell spoke with her.  Mr. Snell provided copies of the certified letter that was mailed to 

Darlene Dolly Howard and the other lien holder, Mr. John Wilcoxson, who is the 

mortgage holder of $10,000.  Mr. Wilcoxson contacted Mr. Snell and told him to tear 

down the house, he had no interest in the property and he did not care about his 

mortgage.  Mr. Wilcoxson paid for part of the roof repair ten years ago and took out a 

mortgage of $10,000 on the property.  

 

Darlene Dolly Howard called Mr. Snell on June 21, 2021 at 9:43 a.m. and left a voice 

mail message.  Mr. Snell returned the call.  She said she would like to attend the hearing, 

and she received the letter.  She provided Mr. Snell with a cell phone number.  There was 

a text message exchange with Ms. Howard.  (Text message attached)   

 

Mr. Snell asked the township’s zoning inspector Ray Fantozzi to take a look at the 

property.  At 12:13 p.m. today Mr. Fantozzi sent Mr. Snell an email which stated the 

following: 

 

“Jeff, just to keep you updated about the above address (1390 Romane).  I have not had 

any conversations with the owner as to correcting any violations.  Nor has there been any 

improvements made to the property.” (Email attached) 

 

Mr. Snell visited the property at approximately 3:00 p.m. today and it looked exactly the 

same as it did at the time of the condemnation order.  The county issued a condemnation 

order on March 9, 2021.  The trustees were aware of this condemnation order.  

 

Mr. Snell stated the following from the condemnation order: “After a site visit on March 

3, 2021 the structure is dilapidating and deteriorated.  The roof has holes and shingles are 

missing; gutters are missing, hanging off and not secured; windows are missing; the 

utilities are shut off; the foundation has cracks; siding is missing; there is wood rot.  The 

structural integrity is poor.  The house appears abandoned.”  (Letter attached) 

 

Ms. Howard had 30 days to respond.  She never responded.  Mr. Snell verified with the 

county that nothing has happened with the county nor did Ms. Howard file anything.  Ms. 

Howard acknowledged this during her call with Mr. Snell.  Mr. Snell told Ms. Howard 

the home needs to be fixed or torn down.  Mr. Snell had a specific conversation with Ms. 

Howard regarding the variety of cats that occupy the house and the neighborhood.   
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Ms. Howard said she is aware of the cats.  Ms. Howard has not lived in the home in 

the past five years.  Ms. Howard acknowledged on the phone with Mr. Snell the home 

is not fit for someone to live in. Ms. Howard would like to sell some of the wood as it 

is being torn down.  Mr. Snell told Ms. Howard that would not be possible unless she 

did that herself.   Mr. Snell explained to Ms. Howard about the township removing 

the cats, the cost being around $1,500.  This would be assessed on her taxes, as well 

as the tear down of the property. 

 

Mr. Snell stated Ms. Howard does not dispute the condition of the property, she does 

not occupy the property, she hasn’t lived there in five years, she acknowledged there 

are holes in the house, nothing has changed since the condemnation order based on 

what Mr. Snell observed and what the zoning inspector looked at today at noon.   

 

Mr. Snell said there will be a resolution in the regular meeting which the trustees can 

have a debate/conversation about, and make a decision about the condemnation order 

enforcement.  If the trustees agree to follow up with the condemnation order, the 

house can be torn down after 30 days.  Mr. Snell would text Ms. Howard the notice of 

30 days. 

 

Mr. DePasquale asked whether the township has to get a lien release from the person 

that has the lien/mortgage against the property.  Mr. Snell responded it does not affect 

us at all.  There is a $10,000 mortgage on the property, there are taxes and whatever 

the demolition is.  The removal of the cats is in the demolition order.  Demolition will 

not occur until the cats are removed.  If action is taken tonight, the earliest the cats 

can be removed is August 11, 2021.  Mr. Snell said it appears there are less cats than 

there once were. Neighbors on Chaffee have contacted Mr. Snell that they have cats 

that frequent that area on Romane, and are concerned their cats would be caught in 

the mix.   

 

The trustees were satisfied with the explanation given by Mr. Snell. 

 

There were no further questions and no witnesses. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to adjourn at 6:40 p.m. Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  all in favor 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli reopened the public hearing at 6:45 p.m.   

 

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; Fiscal Officer 

Laura Steimle-present.  Township Attorney, Jeffrey Snell, also present. 

 

Mr. Snell stated Darlene Dolly Howard has now appeared at the public hearing.   As 

Ms. Howard walked in the board agreed to reopen the public hearing so she could be 

heard. 

 

Mr. Snell provided Ms. Howard with a brief summary of what happened so far during 

the public hearing.   Mr. Snell said the purpose of this public hearing is to determine 

what to do next. 

 

Mr. Snell gave Ms. Howard the opportunity to speak to the trustees.  Ms. Howard 

thanked the board for taking the time to help her get some information and guidance 

on what can be done. 

 

Ms. Howard said if we are going to raze the house would she be able to do this 

herself.  Mr. Schweikert responded that you have to be licensed.  The township will 

put it out for bid.   Whomever Ms. Howard would like to hire they could bid on it.   
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Ms. Howard said she is in contact with several potential purchasers for the property with 

an interest in harvesting some of the building materials.  Ms. Howard has one woman she 

has been texting with that she believes is an investor. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said there is probably black mold in the house, which means there is little 

to be salvaged. 

 

Mr. Snell said when the county condemned the house on March 9, 2021, it is now four 

months later and we are still at the same spot.  When the county issued the condemnation 

order, the township can take action to enforce that order.  If the trustees take action 

tonight on that order, the cats have to be removed prior to razing the house.  The cheapest 

estimate to remove the cats is $1,500. 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding the cats. 

 

Mr. Snell stated if the trustees make a decision tonight at their regular meeting to take 

action to enforce the condemnation order, Ms. Howard has 30 days to appeal.  Mr. Snell 

advised Ms. Howard the process she would have to go through with Summit County 

within the 30 days if she decided to raze the house herself because it is under a 

condemnation order.  Only Summit County can give Ms. Howard (or a possible 

purchaser) the authority to raze the house, not the trustees.  If that does not take place 

within the 30 days, the trustees have the authority tonight to enforce the condemnation 

order. 

 

Mr. Snell stated because nothing has changed, he anticipates the trustees’ decision would 

be to vote to enforce the condemnation order tonight at their regular meeting.  If that 

takes place, Mr. Snell can get a copy of the document and text it to Ms. Howard in the 

morning.  The cost of the removal of the cats and the razing of the house will be paid for 

by the township, but assessed to Ms. Howard’s taxes.  Ms. Howard said one party that is 

a builder wants to put short term, a camper on the property while he is renovating the 

house.  Mr. Schweikert replied that this is not allowed.  There are no temporary structures 

like that allowed in Sagamore Hills. 

 

Mr. Snell asked Ms. Howard whether there was anything else she wanted to add.  Mr. 

Schweikert suggested Ms. Howard step outside with Mr. Snell if she has any questions, 

as the regular meeting was about to start in one minute. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. 

Zaccardelli.  R/C Vote:  all in favor 

 

           

  

 

                   

  


